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        IIFA COUNCIL 

2000 - 2001
Council Members for the coming year

are as follows:
Harry Hines

-
President

Bernard Jones

-           Vice-President

Michael Slevin

-
Hon. Secretary

Des Sleator

-           Hon. Treasurer

Pat Nolan

Tony Kiernan

Vincent Keenan

Peter Maybury

John Bermingham

We want to thank our outgoing President,

Fergus Treacy and retired Council members,

Eddie Mullen and Liam Brewer for their hard

work and commitment during the past year.

We also wish to thank to Frank Millar and

Brian Stears who did a superb job on the

Airfreight Committee. 

The following four sub-committees were formed to carry out the work of the Association for the coming year:

· LEGAL/ADMIN- 

Chair Michael Slevin

Phone: 8405711

Fax:     8404522

E-mail: michael.slevin@meadowsfreight.ie

· OPERATIONAL /SERVICES 

Chair Vincent Keenan

Phone: 8730099

Fax:    8730908

E-mail: iwt@iol.ie

· EDUCATION/TRAINING/
Chair Bernard Jones

Phone: 8163503

Fax: 8428353

E-mail: bmjones@jpjones.ie

· FINANCE/CREDIT CONTROL

Chair Des Sleator

Phone:8162700

Fax:    8162701/2/3  

E-Mail: des@sandford.ie

If you have any problems or issues that you wish to highlight, please contact the chair of the relevant committee at one of the above numbers.

· NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE

From Monday July 17th, Paki Pim will come on board as IIFA Chief Executive.  Paki has a long history in the freight industry and we are delighted to welcome him to the Association.  Over the next few months, Paki intends to introduce himself personally to all IIFA members.  

IIFA ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC

Skerries Golf Club

Monday 12th June
We want to thank everyone who took part in our Annual Golf Classic.  The weather did not let us down this year and a great day was had by all.

· PRIZE WINNERS

1ST-  
E.F.L.

2ND
DUNWOODYS

3RD
STENA LINE

4TH
FURLONGS CARPETS

5TH 
CELTIC FORWARDING

6TH
CARGOCARE


7TH
I.W.T.

LONGEST DRIVE - DERMOT CLARKE

NEAREST THE PIN-
GERRY CLEARY


WINNING TEAM FROM EFL WITH RITA MONAGH OF C.A.R.I. AND HARRY HINES PRESIDENT IIFA

· DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

The IIFA Annual Ball will take place on Saturday 21st October in Jury's Hotel.  

We will be in contact in the near future with details and booking forms.

CUSTOMS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

There was a Customs Consultative Committee meeting on  05/07/2000, and here is a summary of the information received.

· Update on Computerisation of transit

A trial is taking place at present between the countries selected to take part. It is in the early stages but there have been some 200 messages successfully sent between Germany and Italy. Spain has started tests on their system. Some countries have developed their own software but all link into the common system. Ireland will be using the “Minimal Common Core (MCC) system that has been developed for the Commission, and so we will watch the tests between Netherlands and Norway with great interest as they are testing this software in September 2000. The target date for countries to be up and running is June 2003 but Ireland will be in before this date.

· Transit legislative reform  

The date of introduction of these reforms has been put back to 01 January 2001. Customs will be holding a Seminar, and meetings if required, to advise us of the details and the requirements before their introduction.

· End-Use

New End-Use procedures are due to come into effect from 01 January 2001. An information sheet can be obtained from the Association office or you can contact Customs direct 

K. O’Brien - 01-6748964 

M.Slone -      01-6748963 

or write to 

Customs procedures A Branch, 

Room 520, Castle House, 

South Great George’s Street, Dublin 2.

· EC/Mexico Preferential Trade Agreement

The EC and Mexico have signed a new preferential trade agreement. This agreement came into force on 01 July 2000. Further information can be obtained by contacting the Associations office or by contacting Customs direct as follows 

Joe Cleary -                 067-44260 

Teresa Hearty -           067-44213 

Catherine McGrath  - 067-44325.   

Fax 067-44388 

 (postal address and e-mail see below)

· General System of Preferences

The current scheme in operation since 011 July 1999 will continue until 31 December 2001.

All countries and products presently excluded will remain so and no further exclusions will take place until January 2001 at the earliest.

Further info on GSP from the same contacts as above.

· Programme to modernise the economic customs procedures 

This programme has been under way since 1996 and is intended to amend the legislation to allow procedures to be changed with the effect of reducing the cost of operating economic customs procedures (I.P./O.P./P.C.C./T.I./Warehousing).

It will result in the reductions of the number of articles of legislation from 292 to less than 90 and the annexes from 40 to about 9. The provisions for authorisation to use the procedures will be greatly simplified. Further information this subject can be had from: -

Avellino Nevin /Caroline Whelan Phone 067 44204  Eveyn St John 067 44206  Myra O’Dwyer  067 44259

Fax 067 32373 

Customs Economic Procedures Unit, Customs & Excise Branch, Government Offices, Nenagh, CoTipperary 

E-mail info@nceb.revenue.ie
· Development of Simplified Procedures

Following on the March Seminar on which I reported to you in the May issue of the Newsletter a Customs Team has been established. It will  “oversee the consultative process on the introduction of tailor-made solutions for legitimate trade and introduce some pilot projects involving the use of simplified procedures-in particular local clearance.” Trade interests will be invited to participate in the design of these procedures so that they fulfil their needs in an efficient and economic manner while still fulfilling the requirements of the appropriate legislation. 

There are three sub-groups established 

1. Express Consignments

2. Large Traders

3. Freight Forwarders-export Sector. 

I seek volunteers to sit with me on this Sub-Group to put Forward the Forwarders views and needs. Please contact Theresa in the office if you wish to take part. 

· Difficulties and delays with AEP between  03/07/00 & 09/07/00.

The delays which have been experienced from Monday 3rd were caused by one of the “front end servers” of the Customs Computer crashing. Whereas this was repaired it resulted in corruption of files and this caused ongoing difficulties. This could not be fixed in normal working time without causing further serious disruption. I am however assured that it will be corrected during the normal weekend downtime and all will be back to normal by Monday 10 th. 

Harry Hines - Customs Affairs Committee

EDUCATION/

TRAINING
We wish to remind you that if you wish to place a student on the FIATA Diploma Course, please contact Denise Alford asap

AIR COMMITTEE

· UPDATE ON AIR CARGO SECURITY PROGRAMME

Frank Millar and Brian Stears attended a meeting with D.O.P.E. with John Whelan of the Irish Exporters Association on July 11th.

The function of "validating" known consignors will be handled by an independent organisation(s) appointed by the Dept.   Such organisation will have to agree their charges with the Dept. and they will charge each shipper for this service.  Ideally this function should not be performed by organisations providing "Security Training".

There will be a transitional arrangement for an agreed period to cover those situations where Freight Forwarders have already incurred expense in conferring Known Consignor status on some of their customers.

Although we have other concerns regarding the Security programme this was by far the most contentious and we are pleased with the outcome.

The next major issue related to those parts of the document which hold the forwarder responsible for security from the time that the goods leave the shippers premises to their hand-over at Airport of Departure.  This would mean that we were responsible even when the goods were under the charge of a third party, e.g. shipper or their contractor delivering goods to us or where an Airline moved goods to the UK either on their own transport or as more usual on a subcontracted basis.  While this problem has been resolved in one section of the document is remains in other sections.

There are a number of less critical issues which still remain in the draft document and which we vigorously argued at the meeting.  They relate to the language used in some sections of the document and also to some very practical issues, which, unless revised, would create serious operational constraints.

The question of "Liability" is still of concern to many of our members as it is in the UK but there is no evidence that we will be given any official view on the matter.  Its more likely that it will only be resolved in the fullness of time and when perhaps some circumstances arise which force a clarification.  Suffice to say that our interests are best served by striving for maximum clarity in the final document and by rigid adherence to it.

While we have articulated the support of our organisation for a relevant and workable security regime we have made the strongest possible case for some additional changes and we have followed up today with a written submission in support of our views.  We are confident that the Dept. wishes to meet our concerns provided they do not detract from the effectiveness of the programme.

It is our view that we are some way from the point where these regulations are widely applicable throughout Europe although they appear to lie within the guidelines contained in ECAC 30.  There is a case for arguing that we should be more concerned with operating within a European consensus rather than push ahead with a set of regulations which may only apply in a handful of administrations.  This case might be worth pursuing if it were not for the commercial reality that a large portion of Irish Air Freight is shipped via the UK.  Consequently even if we could argue the "European" case we would still have to comply with the UK regulations for a large part of our business.  Pragmatism suggest that we are better served by trying to work to a consensus with our own administration which meets our remaining concerns without compromising the objectives of the Security programme.

The Dept. continues to stress that this programme is "voluntary".  What this means in effect is that you can choose to participate in the scheme or incur a screening charge in excess of £50 per tonne while risking shipment delays.

There are many positive aspects of the programme and number of our customers will see security advantages emanating from it.  There are also disciplines involved which will enhance the professionalism of our industry.

We hope to be able to finalise matters within a few weeks and we will give a detailed report of all aspects of the implementation phase as soon as possible.

Frank Millar at Meadowsfreight 8405711

e-mail   frank.millar@meadowsfreight.ie

INSURANCE /LEGAL

On May 30th, Harry Hines and Michael Slevin  attended a meeting of the I.E.S.F. (Irish Electronic Security Forum).

AIR CARGO SECURITY PROGRAMME
IIFA gave an update and confirmed that latest correspondence from the D.O.P.E. indicated that they wished to meet with the airfreight committee to discuss proposed changes to the programme.  It was also confirmed from the D.O.P.E. that the prior arrangement of forwarders doing security audits on their customers was no longer acceptable and that an independent/neutral body will be appointed by the Department.

PRE-EMPLOYMENT SECURITY SCREENING

IIFA gave a copy of a recently received letter from the Dept. of Justice, Equality and Law Reform in response to our correspondence which originated in August 1999, relating to difficulties with the Data Protection Act.  In summary, we are informed that the Garda Commissioner has established an internal workingroup, which is due to report shortly on the formation of an implementation group to deal with a centralised unit, which, it is hoped will address the matter.  I.E.S.F. confirmed that they had received no form of response to their correspondence with the Department.  

FIATA

In the upcoming months FIATA will embark on a rewrite of the FIATA Legal Handbook on Forwarding .  They are considering including a section on frequently asked questions.  Most of us encounter "legal issues" each day where a quick reference would be invaluable.  To achieve this, they need a selection of FAQ's to choose from.  Questions such as "Can I withhold delivery to a consignee on an express cargo/eas waybill if requested to do so by the issuing agent?  And "if an importer presents an original "freight prepaid" B/L, but our foreign agent who issued the B/L has requested we hold the cargo as freight has not been paid, can we do so are examples and there are certainly more.

Your assistance in supplying some FAQ's that you encounter would be of real value.  Please try and keep them "generic" as possible, avoiding issues that would be regional.

Please contact Teresa Mulvey if you wish to contribute.

NEW MEMBERS
Application for Full Trade Membership

CFS International

Bracetown Business Park

Clonee

Co. Meath

Readers of IIFA Newsletter should be aware that views expressed in editorial material are not official IIFA Policy unless specifically referred to as such.
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