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C.I.T.I. APPOINTED EXAMINATION BODY FOR DGSA

The Chartered Institute of Transport has been appointed by the Health & Safety Authority as the examination body for Dangerous Goods Safety Advisers for the next five years.

Under legislation which came into effect in mid January, any person or business involved in the transport of dangerous goods by road or rail, subject to some limited exemptions, is required to appoint a Dangerous Goods Safety Adviser.  Road transport operators are particularly affected as are companies who consign dangerous goods for transport and who load the vehicles themselves.  The legislation impacts freight forwarders or warehouse operators who load or unload dangerous goods while they are in transit to their final destination and also applies to businesses at ports and airports that load/unload dangerous goods onto or off road vehicles.  However, the legislation does not apply to consignees who only unload at the final destination (e.g. petrol station operators or supermarkets).

Safety Advisers must hold a Community-type Vocational Training Certificate for the mode of transport in which they are involved and this can only be obtained by passing the new examination, the next of which will 

take place in Dublin and Cork on 26th October.

· Further information can be obtained from The Chartered Institute of Transport at telephone (01) 6753188

DANGEROUS GOODS SAFETY ADVISER SEMINAR

DATE:    Wednesday 10th October 

VENUE:  Great Southern Hotel

                 Dublin Airport Co. Dublin

TIME:      09.15hrs - 13.00 hrs

The Health and Safety Authority in conjunction with its Dangerous Substances Advisory Committee has organised this seminar to provide

1. Guidance on the Regulations

2. An opportunity to draw on Industrial and Practitioner Experience

3. An overview of the certification process, examination scheme and syllabus.

Who Should Attend?

1. Those involved in the loading, road transport and unloading of dangerous goods including chemicals, fuels, infectious materials and waste, 

2. Dangerous Goods Safety Advisers

3. Prospective DGSA Candidates

Booking form may be obtained from 

Ms Mary O' Reilly

Health & Safety Authority

10 Hogan Plave

Dublin 2

Tel: 01 6147053   

PROGRAMME

8.45am    Registration

9.15am
    Introduction  by Chairperson

9.30am
    Regulationa & Guidelines

10.15am   An Industry view of the

                 DGSA requirements

11.00am  Coffee Break

11.20am  A Practitioner's view of the

               DGSA requirements

12.05pm  The Certification Process

12.30pm  Panel Discussion

1.00p.m  Lunch

Cost per delegate £60

Shipment of undeclared hazardous Cargo by Sea

We have received the following letter from Stena Line regarding undeclared hazardous shipped on the HSS. 

" Dear Pakenham

I write to advise of a recent serious breach of the I M C O regulations whereby a vehicle containing undeclared hazardous cargo was recently presented  and accepted for shipment on our high speed HSS vessel, "Stena Explorer".

We in Stena Line would like you to remind your members of their responsibilities with regard to the correct documentation and declaration required for the movement of hazardous cargo by sea.

Thank you in anticipation.

Yours sincerely.

Declan O' Sullivan"

We cannot emphasise sufficiently your responsibility in ensuring that all hazardous goods are properly declared in accordance with IMO rules. 

CONIFEROUS WOOD PACKING

On May 8 2000, EC issued a Council Directive 2000/29/EC on protective measures against the introduction into the Community of organisms harmful to plants or plant products and against their spread within the Community.  

Finland, Sweden and France had informed the Commission that in monitoring inspections carried out in 2000, numerous infestations of PWN (Pine Wood Nematode) in non-manufactured coniferous wood packing material originating in Canada, Japan and USA had been found.  As a result of this discovery, emergency measures contained in above directive were established.  

Strict implementation of these will commence on October 1st.  

For further information, please contact Gerard Cahalane, Dept. of the Marine and Natural Resources at 01-6199200 or e-mail to gerard.cahalane@marine.irl.gov.ie
ANNUAL BALL 2001 

IIFA Annual Ball will take place on November 3rd in Clontarf Castle. Music provided by "Night Fever" . Most people in the freight industry are extremely busy in December, so why not make this an early Christmas party!! 

As usual, we will have a Monster Raffle with great prizes.

By now you should all have received booking form, if not please contact Teresa Mulvey at 01-8331429 and she will send you on one. 

AIR COMMITTEE REPORT

The Air Committee had a final meeting with ServisAir on the issues of handovers and 24-hour storage charges.  As no substantial complaints were received in relation to the implemented procedure, ServisAir has decided to continue with this. The Committee will continue to monitor and liase with Servisair.  They have also secured agreement from ServisAir to notify IIFA Airfreight Committee before they introduce any new measures.

We would ask you to keep Air Committee fully informed of any problems you experience in to have the most up to date information when negotiating on your behalf.

Air Committee has received draft of Aviation Regulator's Report.  They have a number of issues on which they require clarification and have requested an early meeting.  We will keep you posted on the outcome of this.

YOUNG INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT FORWARDER OF THE YEAR AWARD

During the FIATA World Congress in Caracas in 1996, TT Club had an informal discussion with FIATA on the possibility of their sponsoring  a "TT club/FIATA Young Freight Forwarder of the Year Award".  This was finally launched in 1999.  IATA joined in the sponsorship of the award, making it a true forwarding award.

· The Candidate

Does your company have a candidate who can participate in the Young Freight Forwarder of the Year Competition.  The candidate must not be more than 30 years old and has completed 2 years full-time freight forwarding work. He/she must complete a dissertation of between 2500 - 4000 words. The topic for the 2002 award is:

· Safety of cargo in International Transport

Before a company nominates a candidate, the company must give a commitment to IIFA that they will allow the candidate sufficient time to complete his/her dissertation.  Nominations must reach IIFA office by December 1st.

· The Prize

1. Attendance at FIATA World Congress to be presented with a Certificate and a trophy.  

2. Two weeks' practical experience of transport infrastructure (multimodal) which is likely to include visits to container terminals, airfreight terminals, ports, surveyors' offices, etc. based in one of the three TT Club regional centres (Hong Kong, London or New Jersey).  

3. One week's training on Legal and Insurance Aspects of Transport (classroom based training organised by the TT Club) held in London.

4. One week's training on air cargo provided by IATA.  

5. One year's free subscription to International Transport Journal

For full details of the Award, please phone office at 8331429.

FIATA DIPLOMA IN FREIGHT FORWARDING

Since the above course was established, it was run on the basis that the student was sponsored by mentor company.  Course ran for 48 weeks with student spending three days per week in mentor company and two days in FAS.  Student received a FAS allowance and in most cases a small top-up was paid by sponsor.

Over the past couple of years, it had become increasingly difficult to secure candidates to fill places on the course, mostly due to the fact that so many options were available to them.

The Education Committee recognised that a change in format was essential if course was to continue. FAS now became responsible for securing candidates. Students were to be trained in block in FAS for a period of 19 weeks and then seek placement/employment in freight company for a further period of 12 weeks. FAS would pay the normal training allowance to the trainees and the company would pay FAS £17 per week for each trainee during this period. It is hoped that companies will be in position to offer candidates full-time permanent employment at the end of this period. Companies who accept trainees from this course will need to have a training plan in place before a trainee will be offered.

Details of these requirements can be obtained from Stanley Redmond in FAS

Tel. No.  8167411

FAS has advised that the they will have 8 trainees who have completed the FIATA Diploma available for in-company training and employment by end of November. 

