 

JANUARY 2002

MESSAGE FROM VICE- PRESIDENT

Dear Members,

I am writing this in the place of our President, Harry Hines, as he has been indisposed for some time. I am sure you will all join with me in wishing Harry well, and we all look forward to his return to full and active duty in the very near future.

We have a very busy and challenging year ahead –  IIFA has been heavily involved with TUG (The Transport Umbrella Group) since its inception and has agreed to continue to offer secretarial and admin support for the coming year. The majority of issues raised by this forum relate to improvements with Dublin Port, and transport restrictions due to congestion in and around the Port. This is on-going, and we will be keeping you advised of progress as it develops. You will find a short report from Derek D'Arcy our representative on TUG in this newsletter.

As you know, Airline security is still a very major issue. We have been heavily involved in negotiations with the Dept. of Public Enterprise in an effort to resolve this issue. Currently, we have been given a new deadline of March 1st, for full implementation of the new security regime, and we will keep you informed as this develops.

Industry specific education remains a high priority for all of us. The Skillsnet / IIFAnet  project will reach its conclusion at the end of March this year. All participating member 

companies will testify to the success and superb value provided by this project in terms of the value of training received, against their initial investment. Also, as a result of this project, we have developed a very strong education committee, and we will be developing and launching new initiatives during the course of this year, which will benefit all our members. 

IIFA Professional Membership also went through a virtual re-birth last year, and is now 

developing for the future. Professional membership is a valuable addition to all of us individually, and to our respective companies. It also gives you a platform to make a difference to our industry. We would welcome any applications for membership.

The importance to our industry of IIFA cannot be understated. IIFA is your organization, and exists to provide you with a united voice to resolve issues that affect you. In an effort to identify any of your concerns, or issues, I will be working on a program with our Chief Executive, Pakey Pim to visit all our membership this year.  Please remember, you elected the Council, and we act on your behalf, and on behalf of the Industry as a whole. If you have any issues that you would like raised, or if you have any suggestions as to how you would like us to act on your behalf, please let us know.

Finally, we wish all our members a very happy and prosperous 2002, and we look forward to seeing you all during this year.

Yours Faithfully,

Peter Maybury. Vice President.

REPORT FROM C.E.O.

Dear Members

I would like to refer to other issues that we have been involved with:

Dublin Port

I was contacted by Jonathan Packer & Associates who had been commissioned by the Department of the Marine & Natural Resources to undertake the first Statutory Performance Audit on eight major port Companies. The main theme of his visit was to find out customers perspective – are the Port Companies meeting the needs of users, providing satisfactory and cost effective service ? What is the customers’ perspective on services, quality of provision and cost to them?

Two of our Member Companies agreed to participate in this audit and they agreed to give their views/experiences on a confidential basis to Jonathan Packer.

All our Members were circulated on the EU directive on the use of coniferous packing material from certain countries.

X-raying and stripping of containers in Rotterdam

Some of our Members were experiencing difficult with cargo coming from the Far East and the UAE, that was transiting through Rotterdam. The matter was taken up with Dutch Customs and we were advised that the reason for the x-raying and stripping of containers was to try and stop the importation of drugs from these countries. They also stated that all the shipping lines were subject to this inspection and that a particular line was not being singled out. We have received another complaint on issue which we will take up with Customs at meeting scheduled for January 22nd.  If you have experienced this or any other problems with Customs, please let us know and we will raise it at this meeting. . 

Distance learning

During the year IIFA became a FAS approved trainers on the IATA/FIATA Introductory Air Cargo Course. This meant that Companies of less than 150 people could avail of a grant from FAS to cover a major proportion of the course cost. Members were notified of course in Newsletter but the uptake was abysmal.  For your information the course is run on a distance learning basis, with six tutorials, one day a month over the six-month period.

 Aer Rianta Levy

We had various meeting with John Whelan of the IEA and the Aviation Regulator regarding the proposed levy on cargo through Irish Airports. The outcome of these meetings is that Aer Rianta agreed not to impose this charge for the foreseeable future.

Undeclared Hazardous Cargo.

As you will have seen in the Newsletter, Stenaline had an incident where undeclared hazardous cargo was carried on the HSS  This is a matter of great concern and could lead to a serious incident.

IRHA and IEA 

Contact/ co-operation between IIFA and both these two organisations has increased dramatically over the past year.  This has been of great benefit when an issue of mutual concern has arisen.  A meeting is scheduled with IRHA for January 23rd and we hope members will advise of any issues that they wish to have raised at this meeting.

Finally I  should  like to wish all  our Members a very Happy and Prosperous New Year, and  that Peter Maybury and myself will be visiting our Members over the next few months.

Pakey Pim - IIFA CEO

GOOD NEWS FOR HAULIERS/FORWARDERS ON PENALITIES FOR ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION (U.K.)

Members will be aware of the overturning of the Civil Penalty System in the High Court in the U.K. under which fines are imposed upon hauliers in whose vehicles illegal immigrants are found.  The full judgement comes to a total of 131 pages.  However, in summary, the following important points emerge:

1. The system was found to be unfair and in breach of Article 6 of the Human Rights Convention.

2. The system was found to be incompatible with E.E.C. Law.

3. It was also found to be in breach of

      Article 6 and 1, Protocol 1 as indirectly

      interfering with the Free Movement of

      Goods.

According to our contacts in the U.K. we are informed that the immigration service intends to continue issuing the Penalty Notices. However, they cannot enforce payment, nor can they seize vehicles.  Those vehicles already detained will be released until the appeal is heard or an application is made to the Court.  Naturally, the Home Office is appealing this decision and this is expected to be heard sometime in February or March. Finally, should any Members require any further information or wish to discuss any individual matter in confidence, they can contact Michael Slevin, Hon. Secretary at direct phone line 01-8084797.

TRANSPORT UMBRELLA GROUP

A meeting of TUG was held in Dublin Port on  27TH Nov 2001.  Here is a summary report of meeting:

 Meeting with Port Tunnel Management Committee

On the 2nd October, TUG members had a briefing from the Port Tunnel project team.  Engineers Sean Wynn and John Flanagan led the briefing representing Dublin Corporation.  The main points to emerge are:

The boring machine will only work a 12-hour day/5-day week.  (Residents needs are cited as reason for this).  The tunnel actually runs under approx. 30 houses only.  

There will be one truck loaded with spoil every two minutes at each end (60 in total) They will not be allowed to work outside 0700 to 1900 5 days per week and will have to join the same traffic jam to get to their destination as other road users.  

The engineers recommended that HGV's should be allowed use QBC's but Owen Keegan, Director of Traffic, Dublin Corporation refused permission.  Their destination is not yet known therefore journey time is unknown.  Based on these figures, it is likely that 5/600 trucks required to keep spoil moving. Unlikely that amount available. Engineers outlined that boring machines would normally work 24/7 but in their view, restrictions would not delay construction.  TUG expressed the view that trucks should be working 24-hour day thus reducing the number needed and the overall duration of the job.  This will turn would result in reducing overall levels of congestion surrounding the site and levels of pollution.  

· Port Tunnel Traffic Disruption:

According to the Tunnel project Management team, motorists are experiencing delays of no more than 10/15 Mins on to their journeys. No reported complaints from HGV or other commercial parties effected by construction works. As yet spoil extraction has not commenced as no decision has been taken on its destination. When it does, it will mean a truck departure every two minutes.  Work at the port opening is delayed whilst consideration is being given to a decision to build the Eastern Relief Route.

TUG has 2 nominees on Port Tunnel Management Committee, Austin Gilligan and Capt. Bob Wiltshire.

·  Dublin Port Traffic Congestion:                                                                                                              A recent survey has taken place on traffic entering/exiting Dublin port, the results of this survey are due out within the next few weeks.

· South Bank Quay:

Two rail mounted cranes are to be in operation from April ’02,which will hopefully expedite the turnaround time for trucks in the terminal.

· 44 Tonne G.V.W.:

New regulations governing the maximum permissible gross vehicle weight are with the DOPE and are for referral to the European Commission in the first quarter of 2002.

· East Wall Bridge:

Repairs to the rail bridge on East Wall road are set to commence Feb ’02.

· CIE North Wall:
The North Wall terminal is set to be handed over to developers on 1st Feb ’02.No alternative terminal site has been advised to date, for the relocation of the current freight operation.

· Dept. of the Marine Expert group 

TUG's Chairman, Jerry Kiersey was nominated by the Tanaiste to sit on Minister of the Marines Expert Group to study the transport logistics issues of Ireland's ports.   TUG submitted its "Access Dublin " report to the group and it is hoped that the final report of the group will include recommendations of "Access Dublin".  The final report will be published in mid-January.

CUSTOMS UPDATE

New Computerised Transit System: The software for computerising the Transit System is now available. Revenue expect to be in a position to test it shortly and will be actively progressing the computerisation of the system in 2002.

January 2002 edition of the Tariff: The January 2002 full electronic edition will be issued to all subscribers in either diskette or CD-ROM format depending on the subscriber’s requirements.

Generalised System of Preferences (GSP): The EC have now published a draft Council Regulation applying a new GSP scheme for the period 1st January 2002 to 31st December 2004. If you require any information regarding this regulation please let me know.

Revised System of Preferences for Least Developed Developing Countries (LDDCs): March 2001 saw the beginning of a process which will allow duty-free access to the EU market for essentially all products originating in the LDDCs – the only exception being goods in Chapter 93 ("Everything But Arms"). As a result Common Customs Tariff duties on all products of Chapters 1 to 97 (excluding Chapter 93) originating in LDDCs are entirely suspended when accompanied by a Certificate of Origin Form A. There are special arrangements for the importation of rice, bananas and sugar. Duty free tariff quotas will be opened for these goods while the full rate of duty will gradually be reduced between now and 2009.

Preferential Trade Agreements: Negotiations are currently taking place between the EU and a number of South American countries with regard to the conclusion of Free Trade Agreements. The two agreements under negotiation are: EU / Chile & EU / Mercosur Countries (Brazil, Uruguay, Paraguay & Argentina).

Cumulation: An extension of the present pan-European cumulation system to include the Mediterranean countries in currently under negotiation. This will eventually entail the harmonisation of origin rules between the Pan European Group of Countries and the Mediterranean Agreement Countries.

EU / Israel: The EC view the Israeli settlements of the West Bank, Gaza Strip, East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights as illegal settlements. Consequently products originating in these areas should not be accompanied by certificates of origin issued by the Israeli authorities. Importers presenting certificates of origin should be aware that preference may be refused on products entering the EU. The EC have published a notice for traders in Official Journal C328 of 23rd November 2001.

AIR COMMITTEE REPORT

Air Security Programme
The new Implementation date for the Air Security Programme is 1st March 2002.
We are still waiting for comments from the Dept of Public Enterprise
as to how they plan to implement the Programme on this date. So far the IIFA have received no official statement from the Dept.
DTLR
Some GSA's in recent weeks have advised Forwarders of the DTLR regulation that insists that all Air Cargo transiting the UK, but destined for flights ex Mainland Europe, must be screened in the UK at a cost EUR 0.08 - 0.16 .
If any of you have experienced any problems with this, please let us know, so we can take this up with the relevant parties in the Dept of Public Enterprise and the DTLR in the UK.
We have already requested statements from both Parties .We have received no
reply.

SERVISAIR
We are getting some feed back ( but no complaints ) that Servisair have been charging storage for shipments not collected during the Official Strike in recent weeks. If any of you have experienced such a problem please let us know and we will take this up with Servisair Management on your behalf.

CARGO SERVICES UK LTD
Cargo Services UK Ltd offer a wide range of service through their Website.These
services include an excellent Air Freight Tracking System linked to most of
the Airlines World Wide. This Tracking system is Free Of Charge and is located
at www.cargoserv.com
Can I suggest that you distribute this E Mail address to all your Operations Staff as this is an invaluable tool.


Cargonews Daily Edition
CargoNews Daily, the leading Cargo newsletter, is brought to you by Cargosmith .

This website offers up to date News from NewsPapers from all over the world in relations to all aspects of the Aviation / Air
Cargo Industry. Once registered www.CargoSmith.com you will receive daily E-Mails.

NEW MEMBERS TO COUNCIL
We wish to welcome two new members to Council:

Larry Lydon   - Laser Shipping 

David Keane  - Avant Shipping.  

NEW MEMBER APPLICATIONS
The following companies have applied for Full Trading Membership:

IRISH SHIPPING & TRANSPORT LTD.

Unit D!, Santry Hall Ind. Est. Dublin 9

RMAC LOGISTICS LTD.

1 The Close, Boden Park, Rathfarnham, Dublin 16

LAPSED MEMBERS

The following companies have not renewed their membership for 2002 and as such are not entitled to use IIFA Standard Trading Conditions.

CITY FREIGHT SERVICES LTD.

Unit 93, Newtown Ind. Est. Coolock

STAFFORD FREIGHT LTD.

Unit B,  Merriwell Business Pk.

. Ballymount Rd.

SDR RATE OF EXCHANGE may be obtained on following website:  

imf.org/external/np/tre/sdr/basket.htm

or

Phone Central Bank 4344454/55

DTLR
Please note 2 enclosures from DTLR  which refer to breaches on Air Cargo Security.  Please advise your staff members of this and ask them to be extra vigilant.

