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OCTOBER 2002

CUSTOMS NEWS 2002
A meeting of Customs Consultative Committee (CCC) took place on September 4th in Castle House.  A representative from IIFA Customs Committee was in attendance in addition to Gearoid Murphy,  Richard Neilson from Revenue, Ken Donald, Irish Exporters Association and Garrett Nugent, Universal Parcel Services.

Mr Murphy welcomed everybody to the meeting stating that it would probably be the first of many.  He outlined the background saying that the revision of the SAD had been mentioned at the last CCC meeting in June.  As a follow-up, copies of the Commission document TAXUD/1241/2002 containing the draft Commission Regulation revising the SAD -Annexes 37 and 38- were circulated to the members of the CCC.  A further communication extended an invitation to all members of the CCC to attend the workshop/discussion. 

The purpose of the workshop was to (1) outline the main changes proposed, (2) determine a general Irish trade position and (3) discuss possible implications for Irish traders.  Mr Neilson made a presentation summarizing the document.  He referred to the main changes in the annexes, the implications for Revenue and for the trade.  The main points were:- 

 Reduced costs for international trade transactions due to the reduction in and harmonisation of the data collected.

 Potential savings through standardised data for all Member States’ systems

 Initially, the incurrence of additional costs for training, software etc.

 The majority of data will be used in the NCTS and compatible with the G7 initiative

 Major changes required to the AEP system

 Date of implementation deferred from 1 January 2004 to 1 January 2005 at Revenue’s request

 The need for Revenue to compete effectively with other Member States’ declaration systems and

 Revenue’s commitment to provide an enhanced more efficient service for its customers

The document was then discussed at length.  Changes to boxes which will have a major impact were identified and discussed.  Explanations were given on the use of the proposed new codes including those used in international data sets.  The trade representatives suggested a number of textual amendments and requested clarification on a number of points in the document. 

The general consensus to the proposed draft regulation was positive. It was agreed that following the next SAD Committee meeting, Revenue would forward the revised draft regulation to the associations represented on the CCC.  This has now been done and will be reviewed for comment before next meeting of CCC.
CUSTOMS TRAINING

As a result of many enquiries from IIFA members for Customs training, we are in the process of drafting a customs course which we hope to have ready for later this year or early 2003.  We are anxious to ascertain the level of demand for the course and also to ensure that the content is tailored to meet the exact requirements of candidates.  To this end, we would appreciate if:

1.  You would let us know if your business involves customs transactions and if you have a requirement for training.

2. If yes, you would tick the boxes below to allow us to ascertain the areas of interest to you.

3. Would you require training for staff at entry level or for existing staff, or both.

4. Initial proposal is to deliver the course over a three-day period .  Day 1 to cover general aspects of Customs, Day 2 to cover Imports and Day 3 to cover Exports. We are very aware that releasing staff for training can present problems and would welcome your comments or suggestions on the optimum time/duration of course to suit your company.

	Category
	Please tick here

	Rights and Obligations of Customs
	

	Rights and Obligations of Traders
	

	Office of the Revenue Commissioners
	

	Appeal Procedures
	

	The future, effects of structural changes in Revenue, the effects of the deliberations of EU, WCO, WTO, and (UN) ECE
	

	Role of Customs Consultative Committee
	

	Imports
	

	Exports
	

	Clearance of imports and import procedures
	

	VAT at import
	

	Imports for which SAD is not required
	

	Valuation for Customs purposes

Origin and Preference
	

	Warehousing
	

	Transit and Status
	

	Clearance of exports to include brief overview of CAP requirements
	

	Intra Community movement of Excisable products
	


TRANSPORT UMBRELLA GROUP

Representatives from TUG will meet with the Minister of State at the Dept. of Transport, Jim McDaid, T.D. on Thursday , October 24th to continue the lobby for an increase in the  proposed height of the Port tunnel. They plan to present the findings of the economic consultant, Brendan Lynch engaged by TUG.

An article in the Sunday Business Post on 13/10.02 by Ferdia O’ Dowd refers to the new Stena Superferry due to enter service next May between Dublin Port and Holyhead.  The arrival of the new vessel, which has maximum internal deck clearance height for freight vehicles of 5.2 metres, makes Dublin City Council’s decision to limit the height of the Port Tunnel to 4.65 metres increasingly unrealistic. The standard motorway bridge height in Britain and Ireland is 5.3 metres. Three of the main shipping companies operating from Dublin Port have introduced ships with a deck clearance of five metres or more since last year at a cost of €300 million. Eugene Carron of Irish Ferries states that 10% of vehicles now using the company’s ships require in excess of 4.65 m clearance.
Austin Gilligan of Gwynedd Shipping said “We are negotiating a contract with a major company with bases in Ireland and Britain.  This will involve spending €1 million on 30 trailers for delivery early next year.  By moving to a ‘high cube’ trailer of 4.88 metres, the customer will reduce the number of  loads transported from 100 to about 60 per month.  John Forrister of  Coastal Container Line said “At present, 10 per cent of our traffic will not fit through the Dublin Port Tunnel if it remains at 4.65m..  It is the opinion of all that this figure will only grow.
We will keep you updated.
BUSINESS INSURANCE ALLIANCE

Members of the  BIA met with an Tanaiste, Mary Harney on October 2nd.  The outcome of that meeting was as follows:

· She gave an undertaking that she would proceed with establishment of the Personal Injuries Assessment Board.  

· Set up an interim board in the short- term until the PIAB is fully up and running.  

· Fully implement the recommendations of the MIAB.
· Implement over a period of time “The book of Quantam” which will put a price on specific injuries and negate the necessity for certain cases to be decided in Court.
BIA has been campaigning for the abolition of “No foal, No fee” and the legal profession has now agreed to discontinue this.

BIA has applied for the promised grant of €30,000 from Government to allow consultants to carry out further work on the options for combined purchasing of insurance.
 MEETING WITH IRHA -  
Peter Maybury,  Michael Connolly and Michael Slevin. met with Sean Delaney,            Eamon Morrissey and Sean Murtagh, members if the IRHA Executive on September 25th.  .

The items discussed included the following;

Aftermath of Intel Liquidation;  This was discussed at length.. IIFA made it clear to IRHA that no previous warning was received in the forwarding end and that, in fact, some forwarders also suffered as creditors of the collapsed Intel.  It was agreed that little could have been done in view of the lack of warning signs.  One haulier member of  IRHA is owed as much as  700,000 euros.

IRHA Information Day 19th October 2002;    This is to be held in  Portlaoise and IIFA will be receiving an invite to send a representative.

Proposed Code of Practice on Payments;    A copy of the draft code as sent out to IIFA members was supplied to IRHA.  It is proposed that  IRHA will notify all their members of this and individual hauliers can then negotiate with individual  freight  forwarders  on payment terms.  It was emphasised to the IRHA that the code was an aspiration and  would always be purely voluntary.  However, it was hoped that the fact that IIFA had recomended the code would be helpful and of assistance to hauliers agreeing terms.

Newsletter of IIFA;      It was agreed that IRHA would be copied on this on a monthly basis, for information purposes. 

 Tax/ Licence/ Insurance Checks;  IRHA were anxious that Freight Forwarders

should  encourage members warehouse management to exercise  control of 

these aspects by having incoming truckers checked on a regular basis.   Any defaulting hauliers should not be used.  IIFA were reminded of the penalties applicable for using unlicenced/untaxed/uninsured  hauliers.

Air Cargo Security;   IRHA raised this and IIFA gave a resume of the forwarders sub comittee work on the matter.  IRHA are to write to  the Dept of P Enterprise to obtain an update. 
ANNUAL BALL  
Reminder that the IIFA Annual Ball will take place in Clontarf Castle on Saturday November 9th.  Tickets €65 each or table of 12 for €700. Raffle prizes include B.A. Tickets to U.S.A. and Air France Tickets to Paris.

There are a few places left, so why not come along and join us on the night.  
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