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IRHA Transport Awards Sat. October 1st 2005
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Winner of the International Over TenTrucks award as well as

Overall Winner - Eugene O'Reilly Transport. Dublin.
left to right: Alison Hunter, David – Owen O’Reilly, Janine Meehan,

Virginia O’Reilly, Eugene O’Reilly (M.D. & Joint M.D. Freighteam Ireland),

Andrea Jackson, Gareth O’Reilly, Rosalind McDermott.

Winners at the Awards ceremony

Category                               Name

Intern. Over Ten Trucks        Eugene O'Reilly Transport. Dublin

National Over Ten Trucks    K & L Deliveries, Cork

Intern.Two to Ten Trucks      Gabriel Piggott, Galway

National Two to TenTrucks   O'Toole Transport, Galway

Intern. Owner / One Truck     Martin Murphy, Longford

National  Owner/One Truck   Harman Taylor, Roscommon

Overall Winner                      Eugene O'Reilly Transport, Dublin

Council Member award         Mattie O'Shea, Waterford Transport

Special Services to the Ind.   Liam and Mary Clifford, Roscommon

Distinguished Persons Awd.  Ted Collins, Cork.
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John Whelan and his wife Margaret with Pat Nolan President  and Colm Walsh, CEO of the  IIFA at the IRHA Awards ceremonies on Saturday 1st October at City West Hotel.

United States Shipping Act violations

The Federal Maritime Commission announced that it has collected $305,000 from five companies for alleged violations of the Shipping Act of 1984. Companies pay settlements without admitting violation of the law.

The cases: 

Aces, Ltd. and Northeast Consolidators, freight forwarder and non-vessel-operating common carrier, Massachusetts.

Payment of $55,000 for allegedly collecting freight charges on cargo in which the company had a beneficial interest, and alleged undercharges of tariff rates.

Air Parcel Express, ocean transportation intermediary, Miami, Fla. Payment of $25,000 for alleged tariff undercharges, and operating as an NVO without license or proof of financial responsibility.

Cosa Freight, ocean transportation intermediary, City of Industry, Calif.

Payment of $60,000 for allegedly using services contracts to which it was not a signatory, allowing it to undercharge tariff rates.

Nations Express, freight forwarder, Charlotte, N.C. Payment of $25,000 for allegedly providing OTI services without a license or proof of financial responsibility.

Topocean Consolidation Service, NVO, Los Angeles. Payment of $140,000 for alleged tariff undercharges and unlawful equipment substitution. Fiege to make more European acquisitions

Further Acquisitions in Europe

Consolidation in the European logistics industry is likely to receive extra momentum, following reports that German logistics provider Fiege is looking to make more acquisitions. Fiege is one of the largest contract logistics companies in Europe, and is particularly strong in Germany. According to an interview in a German newspaper, it is looking to increase its presence in France, the Nordic region and Central & Eastern Europe.

Fiege started its European expansion in the mid-1990s, when it acquired companies in the UK, Switzerland, Iberia and Benelux. Its strategy at the outset had been to adopt a de-centralised management approach although over the past few years all the subsidiaries have been re-branded.

Heinz Fiege, managing director of the company, is reported to have stated that the company is looking to spend about €300m on new acquisitions and to this end it has already drawn up a target list of companies.

Commentary on the Exel acquisition

On a different matter Fiege commented that he believed that his company would benefit from the acquisition of Exel by Deutsche Post World Net. The considerable integration process involved would result in a loss of management focus at DPWN which could mean his company picking up new customers.

A Salutary Story

This is a slightly edited article published in the BIFA magazine concerning Standard Trading Conditions.

"Think carefully under pressure

 ........................   it never hurts for members to be reminded that the single most common mistake leading to trouble with Standard Trading Conditions (STCs) is forgetting to give the customer a copy before starting work.  If this is not done, the terms will not apply and the shield will not be there when you need it.  Members cannot rely on the version on the back of their invoice: by that stage it is too late!

There does seem to be some confusion about the facts of the recent ‘my word is my bond’ case, which was widely reported in the regional press with varying accuracy.  I do think the case is instructive and I dare say many members will have found themselves in a similar situation at some point in their careers. 

The following is extracted from the written judgment. I take full responsibility for any inaccuracies:

The BIFA member concerned made a booking mistake.  In doing so. he badly let down a regular customer on his most important shipment of the year.

In normal circumstances the BIFA STC would have completely shielded the member from a claim, even though the whole fiasco was clearly the member’s fault. 

The customer telephoned and threatened never to do business with the members again. Faced with this, the member agreed to reimburse the customer’s losses arising from the mistake.

In doing so, the judge held that the members had, effectively, agreed not to use his shield. 

The member later tried to go back on his promise when he saw the size of the losses. At trial, he claimed to have given only a vague promise of help. If that were true the case would have ended there, but the judge disbelieved the member:  his own documents and e-mails contradicted his story.

The judge decided, on sound legal principles, that once he had agreed to put down his shield, the members could not later pick it up again when it suited him. 

The losses were assessed by the court and set at a reasonable level.

This is not a particularly unusual set of circumstances and I think most spectators would agree the outcome was not unfair.

I certainly agree with Mr. Willis that it is important to use a solicitor with experience in this area, particularly if there is a challenge to any of the standard terms of business.  However, it is also important not to over-generalise.  Had this particular case been heard by a specialist judge

in London (or appealed for that matter), I have little doubt that the result would have been the same, but costs would have been three times as high.  It is very much a question of ‘horses for courses’.

This case is one to bear in mind the next time an irate customer is out for your blood.  If a gesture of goodwill is called for, it does need to be handled with a great deal of care.  As rightly pointed out in your original article, the best course is not to admit liability at all, even if you think

you are at fault.  It is much better to pass the matter to your insurers/lawyers and let the STC do their work – If one remembered to send a copy to the customer at the outset, that is!.

Chris Thomson-Smith

Dispute Resolution Department

Denison Till Solicitors, York”
The power of advertising

Two businessmen were having lunch, and the conversation turned to how slow business had been.

"Well, is your advertising getting results?" asked the first business owner.

"It sure is," replied the second. "Last week we advertised for a night watchman and the next night we were robbed."

FIATA Young International Freight Forwarding Award

Do you have a likely candidate among your staff?

It has been a few years now since we last had a candidate to represent us. Ms Audrey Hughes 

(of Frans Maas then and now with Emerald Freight) represented Ireland very ably in 1997 in this competition.

The winner this year was the Canadian Alicia Chin (an emloyee of Exel Canada) who won the Americas' heat. She will now be awarded a number of one to two week practical and theoretical training courses abroad as well as a complimentary year's subscription to the International Transport Journal.

Background to the Competition.

During the FIATA World Congress in Caracas in October 1996, David Martin-Clark (TT Club) discussed, informally with Brian Kelleher ( FIATA) the possibility that the TT Club might like to sponsor a "FIATA/TT Club Young Freight Forwarder of the year Award". In 1999, IATA joined in the sponsorship of this award and so making it a true forwarding award.

The aim of this award is to encourage training and develop the professionalism of the winner as we s giving the TT Club, FIATA and IATA an opportunity to enhance the international freight forwarding industry, by investing in the your rising starts of tomorrow.

The Contest

It is open to all National Forwarding Associations, each of whom may select one candidate who is no more than 30 years of age and who has completed at least two years of full-time forwarding work.

A dissertation of between 2,500 and 4000 words on a topic to be advised by the organisers is the main challenge of the competition and to be written in English.

Last year the award's sponsors organised the competition on a regional basis and thus the world is divided into four regions- Africa/Middle East, Americas, Asia/Pacific and Europe and heats are held in each to nominate four regional winners.

These will be invited to attend FIATA’s world congress which will take place in Sept/ October 2006 in Shanghai, China. The final winner will be announced at that venue.

Please contact us for further details.

Phone 8455 411. - Colm Walsh

Airbus Launches A350

Airbus board of directors gave final approval for the European aircraft manufacturer to proceed with development of the A350.

The A350 is being designed to compete head-on with Boeing's next generation 787 "super efficient" aircraft. Airbus says it already has 140 order commitments for the A350 and expects to have 200 firm orders by year's end.

The EADS board decided to move forward despite a trade dispute between the European Union and the United States that will force Airbus to forgo government subsidies for A350 development, at least until the dispute is resolved.

Boeing has been emphasising the 787's belly space as a key selling point for the medium-size long-range plane, and it is likely Airbus will build similar cargo capacity into the A350's design.

Border Inspection Post - EU approved.

Following a recent enquiry from an IIFA member, we publish here the exact situation concerning the examination of imports of animal products arriving by air to Ireland from third countries. For a veterinary check the goods have to be sent be air to Shannon airport from the airport of arrival.
We would like to hear from any members who have come up against this situation.

"Dear Colm,

As discussed on the phone yesterday the import from third countries of animal products (listed in Commission Decision No. 2002/349/EC) require a veterinary check at an EU approved Border Inspection Post (listed in Commission Decision No 2001/881/EC) before they can be released by the Customs Authorities. These are the requirements of Council Directive 97/78/EC which also lays down among other things: the veterinary checks that must be carried out at the stage of introduction of animal products on to the territory of the EU; provisions governing the designation of Border Inspection Posts (Art 6) as well as the restricted conditions covering

transhipment (Art 9). General information and requirements regarding import of animal products from third countries may be accessed from the Department's website (www.agriculture.gov.ie) under the subheading 'exports and trade'. There is also a listing of Ireland's EU approved Border

Inspection Posts. 

The principle is to ensure, for the purposes of protection of animal and human health, that only animal products that are safe and which meet EU animal health and hygiene requirements are allowed to be introduced on to the territory of the EU.

Specifically Dublin Airport was removed from the list of BIPs approved for veterinary inspection of animal products imported from third countries from the beginning of January 2003 (Commission Decision No 2002/986/EC). Cork Port and Killybegs were removed during 2003 (Decision 2003/506/EC).

In the circumstances you have outlined on behalf of your member company the animal product landed at Dublin Airport would, as already explained by this Department's officers, be required to travel by air to Shannon Airport for examination at an approved BIP in this country. Alternatively the product would have to be returned to the country of origin.

Sincerely

Karl Kelly

Animal Products Imports Section

Food Safety Liaison Division

Department of Agriculture & Food

Agriculture House

Kildare St

Dublin 2

Tel: 00-353-1-6072400

Fax: 00-353-1-6072513

SOME WONDERFUL ADVICE

During the college reunion the president was approached by a very successful businessman who said, “Let me take just a second of your time, Sir, to thank you for some wonderful advice you gave me when I graduated 25 years ago.” 

Of course the president couldn’t recall his remarks from so long ago, so he was honest and said “Well thank you, but help me remember that advice.”

The graduate looked earnestly into the president’s eyes and said, “thanks to you, I’ve held a long series of interesting jobs and have never been bored.  I haven’t forgotten how you handed me my degree and said, as the graduation line slowly filed across the stage, “Keep moving, and keep moving.”

(Courtesy of Bill Moss Partnership -Ireland's leading List Broker -

phone 01 660 3737 -www.bill.moss.com)
Airlines Hike Fuel Surcharges

British Airways and Martinair have raised their cargo fuel surcharges by 10 percent in October.

These follow announced increases by Lufthansa Cargo, Northwest Airlines, Cargolux, KLM and Air France as jet fuel prices soared to new records this week.

The fuel prices for the airlines rose beyond $2.25 a gallon.

The average price of jet fuel on various world markets was up about 50 percent in the third quarter over the price a year ago and has more than doubled since the second quarter of 2004.

The airlines will charge 55 cents per kilogram, or the local equivalent, on international shipments, effective mid-October. Northwest Airlines, the largest freight carrier among U.S. passenger airlines, will raise its domestic fuel surcharge to 23 cents per pound.

New Members

We are very glad to welcome as Full Trading Members the following companies:-
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Hy-Tech Logistics       Lanigan International Freight Ltd.   Ziegler Logistics Ltd.                    

Unit 48B                     12 Blackwater Road                        Knocktopher

Rosemount Pk Drive,  Dublin 11                                        Co. Kilkenny

Rosemount Bus.Park

Blanchardstown

Dublin 15

Chartered Shipbroking

The Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers in Ireland has recently announced the first phase of the provision of Institute courses on Irish soil. The National Maritime College of Ireland based in Cork will be providing the Foundation Diploma course for the 2005 academic year. It is also planned to extend the course to the National College of Ireland in Dublin early next year.

For those interested in sitting the Foundation diploma exams please make contact with Roddy Cooke as noted below.

This is a very important step for the ICS who are now focused on developing these courses so that the result will be the provision of the complete ICS syllabus in Ireland.

National Maritime College of Ireland / Foundation Diploma/Chartered Shipbrokers 

The Diploma is principally intended for those new to the shipbroking industry or wishing to gain a solid understanding of shipping business as rapidly as possible but who do not want to take the entire ICS course at this stage of their career.

The subjects to be offered here are "Introduction to Shipping" and "Port Agency" and the syllabi can be viewed at <http://www.ics.org.uk/foundation>

It is anticipated that the course will run over 2 terms, with ten lectures per term, in the evenings, at the National Maritime College in Cork. The Institute hopes to have the college designated as an examination centre, with the exams to be held in early April 2006. The start date has yet to be

agreed, but will be as soon as the week beginning Monday 10th October 2005, if possible. 

If interested, please contact:

R.F.Cooke 

National Maritime College of Ireland

Ringaskiddy, 

Co. Cork 

Ph. + 353 21 4970 641

Fax: + 353 21 4970 696

Email: roddy.cooke@nmci.ie

Logistics Ireland Conference at Croke Park October 6th 2005
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Professor Austin Smyth Director General of NITL – National Institute for Transport and Logistics  addressing delegates to the Logistics Ireland Conference " Collaboration for Competitiveness"  at the Conference facilities in Cork Park on Thursday  6th October 2005.
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Tony O'Connell, VP, Supply Chain Management Group, Dell EMEA speaking to 

the subject “The importance of partnerships in creating competitive advantage"

Pictured at the Bio-Fuels Summit Meeting in Dublin 

on Friday 7th October 2005.
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left to right

- Pearse Buckley from Sustainable Energy Ireland

- Aideen Kenan from the German-Irish Chamber of Commerce (Chairperson)

- Fintan Conway from the Irish Farmers Association
- Hubert Honecker from the German Ministry of Agriculture

Biofuels in Ireland - a new business opportunity

The Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources recently announced excise relief on 16m litres of biofuels over the next two years. Eight biofuel producers and processors across Ireland have been awarded exemptions by the Minister. Rapeseed oil for use as a diesel replacement is now available at a price of approx. € 0.62 per litre.

The German-Irish Chamber has been supporting the introduction of German renewable energy technology in Ireland for almost three years, and will also support the new market segment of biofuels.

 "The recent Government announcement has opened up a new market gap for Irish companies in the area of biofuels", says Ralf Lissek, CEO of the Chamber. "We will provide a service to any Irish companies that wish to move with the market... and with the times."

Proven German technology is readily available for both the production of biofuels and the conversion kits necessary to use plant oil in diesel cars, buses or lorries. The latter will especially prove to be an opportunity for specialised dealers and car repair shops throughout the country.

Having successfully aided the launch of many German-Irish partnerships across the country, the Chamber is now organising Fact-Finding Missions to Germany in 2005 for Irish companies interested in German biofuel technology.

The fact-finding missions will include:

Visits to German manufacturers - presentation of products and manufacturing facilities 

Technology "in motion" - existing applications

One-to-one meetings to discuss possible opportunities for business co-operation 

Projects will start in November this year. If you are interested in participating, please contact Aideen Keenan by 16 September the latest.

Tel: +353- 1- 6424330

Fax: +353-(0)1-6424399

@ aideen.keenan@german-irish.ie

Notes: 

Biofuels are renewable transport fuels, which have significantly less CO2 emissions than their fossil fuel equivalents. They are available in three forms: 

Pure Plant Oil - made from oil seed rape crop and used in vehicles with modified engines; Engine modification costs approx €1,500.

Bio-diesel - made from oil seed rape crop, recovered vegetable oil and tallow and blended with diesel in a 5% mix. Engine modifications are not required; it should be noted that recovered vegetable oil (RVO) is no longer permitted as animal feed, since November 2004, and an opportunity now exists to use RVO as a feedstock in bio-diesel production.

Bio-ethanol - made from sugar beet or wheat and blended with petrol in a 5% mix for use in standard petrol engines, or up to 85% mix for use in flexible fuel vehicles (FFVs). Engine modifications are not required.

Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport -Ireland
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Incoming President of the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport  of Ireland Dermot Walsh being handed his chain of office by the outgoing President Kevin Byrne  at a function at the Alexander Hotel on Tuesday 4th October 2005.

The last word....

"On his tenth anniversary, a band leader who had played at over 2000 dances was asked, 

' What have you had the most requests for?'

'Where's the men's room?' answered the maestro.

Disclaimer
Readers of IIFA Newsletter should note that while every effort is made to ensure that the information given herein is accurate, the Irish International Freight Association accepts no legal responsibility for any views expressed or implied or for any errors, omissions or misleading statements in that information, caused by negligence or otherwise.



IIFA NEWSLETTER


                                                      OCTOBER, 2005





At a Glance





1) IRHA Transport Awards





2) US Shipping Act Violations





3) Further Acquisitions





4) A Salutary Story





5) The Power of Advertising





6) FIATA Young International


   Freight Forwarding Award





7) Airbus Launches A350





8) Border Inspection Post





9) Some Wonderful Advice





10) Fuel Surcharges Hike





11) New Members





12) Chartered Shipbroking





13) Logistics Ireland Conference





14) Bio-Fuels





15) CILT


and a last word.





Please feel free to forward 


This Newsletter to any 


interested colleagues, 


who can register to receive 


it directly from us at iifa@eircom.net





Colm Walsh


Chief Executive IIFA       
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Dear Members,


Please note revised company details as follows:


Address:          Strand House, Strand Street,


                        Malahide, Co. Dublin


Phone No/s      01 8455411 (Main Line) 8455533 (Second Line)


Fax No:            01 8455534


E-Mail:             iifa@eircom.net


Web Address:  www.iifa.ie
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